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executive summary



Divergent thinking, often referred to as lateral thinking, is the process 
of creating multiple, unique ideas or solutions to a problem that you 
are trying to solve. Listening to music releases endorphins in the brain 
that give us a heightened feeling of euphoria, and also leads to an 
increase in divergent thinking, a major component of creativity. 

This phenomenon can be utilized in exhibition design to purposely 
facilitate divergent thinking among visitors in order to open people’s 
minds and enable them to approach problems from new perspectives. 

In a world that has become stagnant in our willingness to implement 
nuanced solutions, this increase in creativity can lead to the individual 
and collective exploratory problem solving that is needed to 

address large issues with which we are faced.
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- 8,500 sq f t column free space
- Capacity: 300-900
- 32 f t high ceil ings

- Built  in 1890’s
- Formerly a rope manufacturing center
- Now a repurposed industrial center 
  for events and social gatherings
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Dolby revolutionizes the science of sight and sound through our 
innovative research and engineering, empowering creatives to elevate 
their stories, and offering fans unforgettable experiences in Dolby.

Dolby’s remarkable audiovisual technologies heighten and deepen 
your experiences, helping you feel more. This is the Dolby Difference. 

mission: 

client

Client:

Project Design:

Notes:

Drawing Title:

Drawing No:

Scale:

Date:

Key Plan:

ali mcnamara-marsland

drawings for 
design intent only

EX.1.03

DEC.09.2022

client



Subject: the phenomenon of music; divergent thinking

divergent  th ink ing enhanced creat iv i t y  & 
problem solv ing sk i l l s

mus ic
n.n. also known as latteral thinking, is the process 
of creating multiple, unique ideas or solutions 
to a problem that you are trying to solve. 

+ Processed by both the left and right hemispheres of the brain
+ Increases amount of dopamine released
+ Activates the Amygdala, the brain’s emotional switchboard

​​​​CreativityCreativity is a driving driving 
force behindforce behind scientific, 

technological and 
cultural innovationinnovation.

Audience:
Who is  most  af fec ted and who can f ix  i t?

pr imar y : creators ,  th inkers ,  problem solvers

mi l lennia ls  and gen zsecondar y :
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MusicMusic has been shown to increase divergent thinkingincrease divergent thinking 
which is a key component of creative problem solvingcreative problem solving. 
This phenomenon can be used as a tool to enable people 
to break through creative blocks caused by fear and 
frustration about our planet’s projected viability and the 
lack of responsible action taken by those in power.

This exhibition harnesses this idea in an immersive, 
participatory environment to inspire people to approach 
large, complex problems from new and creative perspectives. 
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Project Goals:

Incite discussion about complex issues 
facing our species, specifically climate 
change related

Inspire a generation of problem solvers 
with hope and excitement

Increase Dolby visibility as a brand

Education Goals:

Learn about the power of music 
and how it can be utilized as a 
tool to overcome creative block

The role of divergent thinking and 
how it can improve our lives

Environmental issues our world is 
facing and what we can do

Experience Goals:

Participatory engagement 
involving the creation of sound

Collaborative activities 

Explore creative problem solving 
and thinking in new perspectives

Fun and novel experiences
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d

e x t e r i o r  g r a d e  v i n y l

d i r e c t  p r i n t  o n  s c r i m

d i r e c t  p r i n t  o n to  i n t e r i o r  g r a d e  v i n y l ,  w i t h  p r ot e c t i v e  o v e r l a m i n at i o n ,  w i t h  w r a p p e d  r e t u r n s

1/4” t h i c k  s e m i  t r a n s l u c e n t  a c ry l i c ,  w i t h  d i r e c t  p r i n t  s ym b o l ,  b a c k  l i t

1/2” t h i c k  d i c u t  f r o s t e d  v i n y l ,  m o u n t e d  to  e x h i b i t i o n  pa r t i t i o n

d i r e c t  p r i n t  o n  1/4” t h i c k  a c ry l i c
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finish schedule

material       code    location      thum    b nail   description         

FB.01

FB.03

WD.01

VNYL.01

VNYL.01

CRPT.01

VNYL.03

FB.02

fabric

wood

vinyl

carpe t

vinyl scrim with graphic treatment

fabric swings suspended via truss

fabricator to advise

high densit y fiberboard wall substrate

exterior grade vinyl

interior grade vinyl

accoustic absorbtion

interior grade vinyl with reflective finish

pipe and drape
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av schedule

code    t y pe  comments        thum    b nail   description           manufacturer          

high output/high impact 
cinema surround loudspeaker 
with configurable pat tern

ultra bright professional 
wuxga laser projector

uses a state-of-the-art fish-eye lens 
to transmit flat content into a 360 
degree viewing space

bluetooth enabled wireless 
headphones

low-lying fog machine

speaker model meets specifications 
to be programed with dolby atmos 
surround sound technology

made of a seamless 
diffusion acrylic material

partnership with sony to showcase 
recent product launch

creates thick clouds that 
hug the floor

high brightness wuxga dlp laser 
projector, 22,000 lumens, 
extreme installation flexibilit y 

jbl

op toma

screen solutions 
international

sony

chauvet

speaker

projector

sphereical 
projection 

displ ay

fog machine

headphones
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visual communication: Bursts of visual energy in the look and feel 
represent sparks of creativity and igniting people to take charge of the 
future of innovation and problem solving. Bright colors blend together in 
soft gradients to show the boldness of the content addressed. Texturized 
patterns overlay the colors to emphasize the layers of the messaging. 
The brightness of the colors are grounded by heavy black backgrounds. 
The graphics represent the presence  of energy from the world around us. 
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