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1987
FIT helps to establish the National Institute of 
Fashion Technology in New Delhi, India.

1984
The School of Art and Design is accredited.

1988 
Alumni Hall opens. 

1975
VOGUE DECLARES 
THE WORK OF FIT 
ALUMNUS CALVIN 
KLEIN “A DEFINITIVE 
PICTURE OF THE 
AMERICAN LOOK.”

1979
Stoll develops the first computer-controlled flat 
knitting machine. 

1969
Rep. Charlotte Reid (R-Ill.) is the  
first woman to wear trousers in the  
U.S. House of Representatives.

1950
DACRON, THE FIRST POLYESTER 
FIBER WITH MODIFIED NYLON 
TECHNOLOGY FOR COMMERCIAL 
USE, IS PRODUCED.

1962
FIT’S FIRST RESIDENCE HALL, 
NAMED FOR ISIDORE NAGLER,  
VICE PRESIDENT OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL LADIES GARMENT 
WORKERS UNION, OPENS.

1959
FIT’S FIRST BUILDING OPENS. 
THE AUDITORIUM IS NAMED FOR 
CLOAK AND SUIT MANUFACTURER 
MORRIS W. HAFT AND HIS WIFE, 
FANNIE B. HAFT.

1969
GROUNDBREAKING IS HELD 
FOR FOUR NEW BUILDINGS.

1947 
DIOR’S “NEW LOOK”—
ROUNDED SHOULDERS, 
EXAGGERATED BUST, A FULL 
SKIRT REQUIRING A LOT OF 
FABRIC — IS A THRILLING 
RESPONSE TO THE END OF 
WARTIME ASCETICISM  
AND RATIONING. 

1957
FIT is accredited by the Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Schools, now the Middle States 
Commission on Higher Education.

1946
Evening Division opens.

1948
The State University of New York (SUNY) system 
is established. Community colleges within the 
university are authorized.

1945
DuPont purchases U.S. rights to polyester 
development from the British company Imperial 
Chemical Industries.

1957
The National Society of Interior Designers  
is established.

1962
SPANDEX IS 
INTRODUCED TO 
CONSUMERS.

1966
LAWRENCE L. JARVIE 
IS APPOINTED FIT’S 
THIRD PRESIDENT.

1971
MARVIN FELDMAN 
IS APPOINTED FIT’S 
FOURTH PRESIDENT 1969

The Brooklyn Museum’s costume and 
textile collections (Edward C. Blum Design 
Laboratory) are loaned to FIT to support  
its programs and the fashion industry.  
The Design Lab will be the foundation of  
The Museum at FIT.

1976
Business and Liberal Arts Center opens.

1978
AAS program in Cosmetics, Fragrance,  
and Toiletries is endowed by Revlon; Hazel 
Bishop, chemist and inventor of “kissproof” 
lipstick, is chair.

1983
The Design/Research Lighting Laboratory opens.

1986
Affiliation with Politecnico Internazionale della 
Moda in Florence, Italy, is established.

1986
The Art and Design Center is named for Fred P. 
Pomerantz, founder of the Leslie Fay Company.

2000 
FIT assists in establishing a fashion college, 
the Zhejiang Institute of Fashion Technology, in China.

2001 
Tiffany & Co. endows the Elsa Peretti 
Professorship in Jewelry Design. 

2003 
FIT collaborates with Thai Garment 
Manufacturers Association to establish a  
fashion school in Bangkok.

2014 
Kimora Lee Simmons establishes  
a $500,000 scholarship fund at FIT.

2012 
The Museum at FIT is accredited by the 
American Alliance of Museums.

2013 
The Jerome L. Greene Foundation endows $1 million  
fund to support study-abroad opportunities for students 
in the Presidential Scholars honors program.

2014 
Couture laboratory Nervous System creates a process to print a wearable dress on  
a 3D printer. The dress was so impressive that it—and the technology used to create it— 
are now part of the Museum of Modern Art’s permanent collection.

2005 
FIT’s first liberal arts major is Visual  
Arts Management, now Art History and  
Museum Professions.

2005 
The School of Business and Technology is  
named for Jay and Patty Baker.

2002 
FIT receives $1 million bequest from Bill Blass.

2000 
President Brown announces an unprecedented 
five-year, $21.3 million investment plan to 
address initiatives identified through FIT’s first 
strategic planning process.

1990 
Dycam Model 1, the first commercially available 
digital camera, is introduced.

1993 
Senators Barbara Mikulski and Carol Moseley Braun defy the rules,  
wearing trousers onto the U.S. Senate floor, and female support staff follow; 
the rule is soon amended.

1994 
Fashion Week, started in 1943 as Press Week 
to showcase American designers to fashion 
journalists, moves to Bryant Park, becoming 
invitation-only designer productions for media, 
industry, celebrities, and society.

1964
FIT begins technical assistance program  
with Shenkar College, Israel.

1975
David Dubinsky  
Student Center opens.

2001
JAY AND PATTY 
BAKER DONATE  
$10 MILLION,  
FIT’S SINGLE 
LARGEST GIFT 

2005
FIRST LIBERAL ARTS DEGREE 

PROGRAM BEGINS

1958
GROUND IS  
BROKEN FOR FIT’S 
FIRST BUILDING

1964
FIT ESTABLISHES 
FIRST INTERNATIONAL 
PARTNERSHIP 

FIT VISITORS
1984–1993

1996
TICKLE ME ELMO, 
DESIGNED BY 
AMANDA FRIEDMAN, 
TOY DESIGN ’91,  
IS RELEASED BY 
TYCO PRESCHOOL.

1989
FIT ESTABLISHES 
THE WORLD’S 
FIRST BFA IN TOY 
DESIGN. 

1982
THE COMPUTER 
GRAPHICS LAB 
OPENS.

1992
THE ADMINISTRATION AND 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER IS NAMED 
FOR MARVIN FELDMAN, WHO WAS 
FIT PRESIDENT FROM 1971 TO 1992. 1993

THE MUSEUM 
AT FIT IS 
ESTABLISHED

1	 DIANE	VON	FURSTENBERG	
1993

2	 NORMA	KAMALI	EARLY	1990S
3	 ANNETTE	GREEN	1993

4	 BETSEY	JOHNSON	1987
5	 MARC	JACOBS	1987
6	 PETER	MAX	1990
7	 VIDAL	SASSOON	1993

8	 ISAAC	MIZRAHI	1988
9	 GIANNI	VERSACE
10	 PATRICK	KELLY	1989
11	 MICHAEL	KORS	1985

12	 ANNA	WINTOUR	1990
13	 CAROLINA	HERRERA		

EARLY	1990S
14	 TOMMY	HILFIGER	LATE	1990S

1	 MARY	MCFADDEN
2	 HALSTON
3	 PAULINE	TRIGÈRE
4	 LIZ	CLAIBORNE	1982

5	 PIERRE	CARDIN	WITH		
ROBERT	L.	GREEN	1976

6	 ZANDRA	RHODES	1979
7	 BONNIE	CASHIN	1980
8	 DONNA	KARAN

9	 STEPHEN	BURROWS
10	 BILL	BLASS	1976
11	 ARCHBISHOP	DESMOND	TUTU	1984
12	 JHANE	BARNES
13	 GLORIA	VANDERBILT

14	 ANTONIO	LOPEZ	1981
15	 OSCAR	DE	LA	RENTA	1975
16	 YVES	SAINT	LAURENT	1983
17	 TONY	CHI

1975
FIT IS AUTHORIZED TO GRANT 

BACHELOR’S DEGREES

1979
FIT IS 
AUTHORIZED TO 
GRANT MASTER’S 
DEGREES

FIT VISITORS
1974–1983

1946
THE DOBECKMUN 
COMPANY 
PRODUCES THE 
FIRST SYNTHETIC 
METALLIC FIBER.

1951
FIT BECOMES 
SUNY’S SECOND 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE, WITH 
400 DAY AND 1,000 
EVENING STUDENTS. 
DR. RITTER IS 
PRESIDENT. 

1950
FIT’S FIRST RESEARCH PROJECT, 
ON SEAMS AND PRESSING 
QUALITIES OF FIVE NEW 
SYNTHETIC FABRICS, IS INITIATED.

1949
SHIRLEY GOODMAN JOINS FIT, HEADING 
PUBLIC AND INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS AND 
DEVELOPMENT. A DRIVING FORCE BEHIND 
FIT’S EVOLUTION, GOODMAN HELPED DRAFT 
LEGISLATION TO ESTABLISH THE COLLEGE  
AS PART OF SUNY.

1944
DR. MORTIMER C. RITTER, MAX MEYER, 
AND OTHER GARMENT CENTER LEADERS 
ARE GRANTED A CHARTER TO DEVELOP A 
TECHNICAL INSTITUTE FOR THE NEW YORK 
APPAREL INDUSTRY. 

1946
FIRST 

COMMENCEMENT 
IS HELD, WITH 65 

GRADUATES

1953
LAWRENCE L. 
BETHEL APPOINTED 
PRESIDENT. 

1955
COCO CHANEL CREATES 
HER QUILTED-LEATHER 

2.55 HANDBAG.

1953
THE FIT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION IS FOUNDED.
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2007
FIT AND POLITECNICO 
DI MILANO PARTNER 
TO LAUNCH A FASHION 
DESIGN BFA, OFFERING 
ONE YEAR OF STUDY  
IN MILAN.

2012
DESIGN ENTREPRENEURS NYC,  
A JOINT PROGRAM OF FIT AND THE  
NYC ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORP. 
THAT EQUIPS EMERGING DESIGNERS 
WITH TOOLS TO ADVANCE THEIR 
BUSINESSES, WELCOMES ITS  
FIRST CLASS.

1998
DR. JOYCE F. BROWN IS APPOINTED FIT’S SIXTH 
PRESIDENT — THE FIRST WOMAN AND FIRST 
AFRICAN AMERICAN TO HOLD THAT OFFICE.

2012
CALVIN KLEIN ’62 
AND THE COMPANY 
HE FOUNDED, 
CALVIN KLEIN, INC., 
DONATE $2 MILLION 
TO SUPPORT 
THE ANNUAL BFA 
FASHION DESIGN 
RUNWAY SHOW.

2014
TEXTILE DEVELOPMENT AND MARKETING 
STUDENTS ARE INVITED TO THE CLINTON 
GLOBAL INITIATIVE UNIVERSITY TO PRESENT 
THEIR SUSTAINABLE NATURAL DYE-GARDEN 
PROPOSAL. THE GARDEN IS INSTALLED AT  
FIT THAT SUMMER.2013

FIT REDUCES ITS GREENHOUSE 
GAS EMISSIONS BY 40 PERCENT, 
EXCEEDING ITS COMMITMENT TO  
THE MAYOR’S CARBON CHALLENGE  
BY ALMOST TEN PERCENT.

2010
FOURTEEN STATE - OF - THE - ART LABS, 
INCLUDING TOY DESIGN, TEXTILE TESTING,  
AND THE ANNETTE GREEN FRAGRANCE 
FOUNDATION STUDIO, OPEN IN THE  
DUBINSKY STUDENT CENTER.

2006
GEORGE S. AND  
MARIANA KAUFMAN HALL,  
FIT’S FOURTH  
AND LARGEST STUDENT 
RESIDENCE, OPENS.

2002
ALUMNUS RALPH 
RUCCI IS THE FIRST 
AMERICAN DESIGNER 
IN MORE THAN 60 
YEARS INVITED BY THE 
CHAMBRE SYNDICALE 
DE LA HAUTE COUTURE 
TO SHOW IN PARIS.

1991 
The first point-of-sale software that runs on 
Microsoft Windows platform, IT Retail, is created.
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1973
FIT ALUMNI STEPHEN BURROWS AND CALVIN  
KLEIN SHARE COTY AWARD FOR BEST 
WOMENSWEAR. BURROWS IS THE FIRST BLACK 
DESIGNER TO WIN A COTY.

1964
BRITISH DESIGNER MARY QUANT 
CHRISTENS THE NEW SHORT 
SKIRT THE “MINISKIRT,” WHICH 
SHE CONSIDERED PRACTICAL AND 
LIBERATING FOR WOMEN.

YEARS OF 

1992
ALLAN F. HERSHFIELD 
BECOMES FIT’S  
FIFTH PRESIDENT.

1992
THE PETER G. SCOTESE COMPUTER-AIDED 
DESIGN AND COMMUNICATIONS LAB, 
NAMED FOR LONGTIME FIT TRUSTEE AND 
FORMER CHAIRMAN AND CEO OF SPRINGS 
INDUSTRIES, OPENS.

2007 
The first iPhone is released, forever 
changing phones and computers.

PROFESSOR	ELAINE	STONE.

KNITTING	
LAB,	

EARLY	
1960S.

STUDENT	WORK	
CIRCA	1950.

STUDENT	FASHION	SHOW.

MAYOR		
ROBERT	

WAGNER,	
CENTER.	

STUDENTS	
SET	UP	MODEL	
SEWING	
MACHINES	IN	
A	COURSE	ON	
MANUFACTURING	
PLANT	LAYOUT.

STUDENT	FASHION	
SHOW	FROM	THE	1960S.

TIMES	HAVE	CHANGED:	STUDENTS	TAKE		
A	CIGARETTE	BREAK	IN	A	STAIRWELL.

AD	FROM	
ALCOA	TOUTS	
FIT’S	USE	
OF	THE	
COMPANY’S	
ALUMINUM	
BUILDING	
EXTERIORS.

CALVIN	KLEIN	REVIEWING	STUDENT	WORK.

BROCHURE	
COVER.

MAYOR	JOHN	LINDSAY,	SECOND	FROM	RIGHT,	AND	DAVID	DUBINSKY,	TO	LINDSAY’S	RIGHT,		
AT	GROUNDBREAKING	FOR	FOUR	NEW	BUILDINGS,	INCLUDING	THE	DUBINSKY	STUDENT	CENTER.

PEN	USED	BY	GOVERNOR	HUGH	CAREY	TO	SIGN	
ASSEMBLY	BILL	AUTHORIZING	FIT	TO	ISSUE	
BACHELOR’S	DEGREES.

STUDENTS	AND	FACULTY	PROTEST		
THE	VIETNAM	WAR,	OCTOBER	15,	1969.

FIT	ALUMNA		
JANELLE	
COMMISSIONG,		
FROM	TRINIDAD		
AND	TOBAGO,		
IS	THE	FIRST	BLACK		
MISS	UNIVERSE,		
IN	1979.

FIT	HOSTS	“TRIBUTE	TO	THE	BLACK	DESIGNER,”	INCLUDING		
JEFFREY	BANKS,	TOP	LEFT,	AND	JAY	JAXON,	IN	WHITE.

STUDENTS	IN	AEROBICS	CLASS,		
FROM	PROMOTIONAL	BROCHURE.

MILDRED	CUSTIN,	PRESIDENT	OF	BONWIT	TELLER,	WITH	CALVIN	KLEIN,		
BILL	BLASS,	AND	PAULINE	TRIGÈRE	AT	THE	1987	DEDICATION	OF	THE	MILDRED	

CUSTIN	FASHION	FORECAST	ROOM	IN	THE	GLADYS	MARCUS	LIBRARY.

1984	FIT	AT	40,	PRESIDENT	MARVIN	FELDMAN	AT	PODIUM,		
FRANK	SHAPIRO,	ROSA	BALENZANO,	SHIRLEY	GOODMAN,		

GLADYS	MARCUS,	ALBERT	KRESCH,	BILL	LEADER,	HARRY	GREENBERG	
AND	PART	OF	DAVID	ZEIGER.	

JUDY	ELLIS,	FOUNDER	AND	CHAIR,	TOY	DESIGN.

DANCE	THEATRE	OF	HARLEM	
PERFORMS	AT	FIT.

NEW	YORK	IS	FASHION	EVENT,	WITH	(FROM	LEFT)		
PRESIDENT	MARVIN	FELDMAN,	OSCAR	DE	LA	RENTA,	DONNA	KARAN,	
CALVIN	KLEIN,	AND	JAY	MAZUR,	FORMER	ILGWU	PRESIDENT	AND	
FORMER	FIT	TRUSTEE.

FIT	UNDER	CONSTRUCTION.

CLAIRE	
MCCARDELL	
EXHIBITION		

AT	MFIT.

FIT’S	ORIGINAL	TEN	FACULTY	MEMBERS,		
WITH	COLLEGE	ADMINISTRATORS.

DR.	MORTIMER	C.	RITTER.

MAX	MEYER.

STUDENT	TEA	WITH	LAWRENCE	
BETHEL.	SHIRLEY	GOODMAN,	

HEAD	OF	PUBLIC	RELATIONS	AND	
DEVELOPMENT,	POURS.

GEOFFREY	BEENE	SERVES	AS	CRITIC	
FOR	THE	STUDENT	FASHION	SHOW.

ARNOLD	SCAASI	WITH	
FIRST	LADY	LAURA	
BUSH	AND	DR.	JOYCE	
F.	BROWN	AT	SCAASI:	
EXUBERANT	FASHION	
EXHIBITION	AT	MFIT.

DR.	JOYCE	F.	BROWN	WITH	BROOKE	
ASTOR	AT	WOMEN’S	HISTORY	EVENT.

BOB	MACKIE		
WITH	CAROL	

BURNETT	AT	THE	
MUSEUM	AT	FIT’S	

SHOW	OF	THE	
DESIGNER’S	WORK.

DR.	BROWN,	ALUMNUS	RALPH	RUCCI	AND		
MUSEUM	DIRECTOR	VALERIE	STEELE.

PRESIDENT	BROWN	CUTS	RIBBON	TO	OPEN		
NEW	COMPUTER	LAB.

BFA	FASHION	SHOW.

THE	FIT	
TIGER	MAKES	

A	FRIEND	IN	
THE	DINING	

HALL.

THE	WOMEN’S	
TENNIS	TEAM	
WINS	NJCAA	
REGION	XV	
CHAMPIONSHIP	
FIVE	TIMES	IN	
SEVEN	YEARS.

2002	GROUNDBREAKING	FOR	JOHN	E.	REEVES	GREAT	HALL,		
FIT	CONFERENCE	CENTER,	AND	NEW	DINING	HALL.

THE	MUSEUM’S		
A	QUEER	HISTORY	
OF	FASHION	WINS		
A	SILVER	AMERICAN	
ALLIANCE	OF	
MUSEUMS	MUSE	
AWARD	FOR	ITS	
WEBSITE	AND	
SOCIAL	MEDIA	
PRESENCE.

NEW	VIEWS,	
FIT’S	FIRST	

SCHOOL	OF	ART	
AND	DESIGN	

FACULTY	
SHOW,	OPENS,	

INCLUDING	
DON’T,	WISH	

YOU	COULD,	BY	
JOEL	WERRING;	
OIL	ON	CANVAS,	

68	BY	94	
INCHES.

MAYOR	ROBERT	
WAGNER,	LEFT,	

JOINS	SHIRLEY	
GOODMAN	

AND	MORRIS	
W.	HAFT	AT	FIT	

FUNDRAISING	
GALA.	

TOY	DESIGN	STUDENTS	
MODELMAKING.ART	AND	DESIGN	STUDIO	CLASS.

DESIGN	LAB		
(LATER	THE	
MUSEUM		
AT	FIT).
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WILL BE GLOBALLY   
CELEBRATED AS THE INSTITUTION 

WHERE STUDENTS, SCHOLARS,  
AND TEACHERS CROSS TRADITIONAL 

DISCIPLINARY BOUNDARIES TO 
STIMULATE INNOVATION, PARTNER 

WITH CREATIVE INDUSTRIES 
WORLDWIDE, AND DEVELOP  

INNOVATIVE DESIGN AND BUSINESS 
SOLUTIONS. BY FOCUSING ON THE 
THREE MAJOR GOALS, FIT WILL 

BECOME STRONGER BY CONSCIOUS 
DESIGN AND BE KNOWN AS A 
STRATEGIC ORGANIZATION— 
ONE THAT APPLIES AVAILABLE 

RESOURCES TO GREATEST EFFECT  
TO ACHIEVE ITS VISION.

The first thing we think about when an anniversary arrives is  
how long something important—a relationship, an institution, a country—has lasted.  

A year? Ten years? A hundred?  
Then we marvel at how long or how short that seems.  

But soon we’re on to more interesting questions;  
we look back, and forward.  

How did we get where we are?  
And where are we going from here?

This year marks FIT’s 70th anniversary. As colleges go, that’s relatively young.  

But we have come a long way from that tiny trade school back in 1944— 
100 students in borrowed space in the Central High School of Needle Trades—to the FIT of today, an internationally renowned college with a block-long campus,  

nearly 10,000 students, 48 associate, bachelor’s,  
and master’s programs,  

and many thousands of successful alumni who infuse the industry with energy and insight. 

But some important things remain the same.  

The commitment to innovation and excellence and the close ties to industry that have driven our growth  
and infused our culture since the very beginning are still defining qualities of FIT.  

The seeds that were planted in 1944 continue to bear fruit and enable us to shape FIT’s future,  
taking exciting new directions while honoring our best traditions.

Unfold the pages in your hands and see highlights of FIT’s history,  
from its founding to the present.  

We are pleased to share this inspiring collection of memorable milestones,  
remarkable achievements, and pure nostalgia.

We know you will agree that  
while FIT’s past has been very, very good,  

the best days are still to come.

FIT MISSION

As FIT marks its 70th anniversary, I think not only about our origins—those 100 pioneering students  

who first entered our doors—but also about our future, and the bold, forward-thinking and exciting 

vision we have crafted for the college in the decades ahead.

We are, today, a vastly different institution than we were in 1944. As I look back, I can see that with 

each year, each decade, we have built upon the accomplishments of the past. Each achievement 

was prompted by a passionate desire by our founders and their successors to assure FIT students 

a superior educational experience, one that would ensure them professional success, and one that 

reflected our founders’ wish to create “an MIT for the fashion industries.” By the time I arrived in  

1998, so much had already been accomplished: FIT was a flourishing and accredited community  

college; it was part of the State University of New York system; it was authorized to offer not only  

the associate degree, but also baccalaureate and graduate degrees. We had our own program in  

Italy and partnerships with universities throughout the world. We had a nine-building campus of our  

own—home to approximately 10,000 full- and part-time students. None of this was realized easily,  

of course—and I reflect with great admiration on what my predecessors were able to accomplish.

Since 1998, progress at FIT has accelerated—

fueled by the technological revolution taking place 

throughout society, and of course, throughout 

academia, as well as by an ambitious and dynamic 

strategic plan and planning process that the 

members of the community came to own through 

their active participation in its development and 

implementation. Thanks to the plan, we have made  

significant gains in our commitment to a robust 

full-time faculty by the addition of 40 new full-time 

positions and the creation of a program that ensured a future-focused set of competencies in every 

professor we hired. Keeping pace with the rapid expansion of the creative industries, our curriculum 

has grown exponentially with 14 new degree programs—some in fields that did not exist when I first 

arrived. To broaden our career-oriented students’ social and cultural awareness and sharpen their 

critical thinking skills, we strengthened the School of Liberal Arts, which now has two majors of its own  

and offers a popular and growing list of minors. Our international reputation has been enhanced by  

the groundbreaking exhibitions and topflight public programming at The Museum at FIT, which was itself 

awarded accreditation by the American Alliance of Museums and attracts 100,000 visitors each year.

Co-curricular life on the campus has become far more vibrant—with students active in more  

than 60 clubs as well as in a strong and successful athletic and recreational program. Students 

enthusiastically engage in community service—so much so that FIT has been named to President 

Obama’s Higher Education Community Service Honor roll three years out of the past four. 

The FIT campus has changed as well—with the addition of a new 

student cafeteria and bookstore and a spacious conference center 

for our Center for Continuing and Professional Studies. We have 

renovated and repurposed as much as possible throughout our 

campus—adding stunning new labs and studios that serve eight of 

our programs in the Dubinsky Student Center, new student lounges, 

the Academic Advisement Center, a fitness center and a chiller 

plant. We have beautified our grounds and purchased, renovated, 

and opened a new state-of-the-art residence hall five blocks north 

that has doubled our housing capacity.

As we worked on our strategic plan, we also revised FIT’s mission statement to include an  

enhanced commitment to sustainability—a pressing issue embraced by the entire FIT community  

and reflected in a decade of activities and practices that earned recognition in 2013 from the City 

of New York. At the same time, our vision statement foresees FIT as the institution where students, 

scholars, and teachers “cross disciplinary 

boundaries to stimulate innovation, partner 

with creative industries worldwide, and develop 

innovative design and business solutions.” That, 

indeed, is one of the prime goals in the strategic 

plan and it is precisely what we are in the process 

of doing today: developing an innovation center that 

will foster research, creative work, and strategic 

partnerships with the creative industries on a global scale. It is, perhaps, the most ambitious of our 

goals, but one that most appropriately captures the spirit—and mission—of this college.

Our remarkable growth over these past 70 years—and our resilience—provides a record of idealism 

and accomplishment. Indeed, I cannot help but think how proud our founders would be of FIT today—

and how much they would applaud our elevated and always-evolving vision.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

As we celebrate FIT’s seven decades, we reflect on the experiences, ideas, accomplishments, 
and hard work that shaped this institution. It has become a multidimensional and sophisticated college that serves the rapidly changing needs of our students and the industry.  

FIT is impressive in its broad scope,  
advanced facilities, remarkable faculty, and international student body who gather in a  

creative, empowering community.  
Imagine the first graduating class seeing the FIT of today; they’d be astonished at the change.

THE FUTURE UNFOLDS
ANNUAL REPORT 2013–2014 

DR.	JOYCE	F.	BROWN

WE ARE DEVELOPING  
AN INNOVATION CENTER  
TO PARTNER WITH THE  
CREATIVE INDUSTRIES  
ON A GLOBAL SCALE.

EACH ACHIEVEMENT AT FIT  
WAS PROMPTED BY A PASSIONATE 
DESIRE BY OUR FOUNDERS  
TO ASSURE A SUPERIOR  
EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE.

OUR REMARKABLE GROWTH 
PROVIDES A RECORD OF IDEALISM 
AND ACCOMPLISHMENT.


