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$1500 Faculty Grant Spring 2017 to Fund my Proposal: 

Aldus Pius Manutius and the true location of his Aldine Press 

ALD VS 11ANVTIVS ulcog,. 

The Cini Foundation granted me a 3-week residency to their Branca Center where I stayed from 
June 13 to July 5 along with other scholars in the humanities from around the world. The 
Foundation is located in the former San Giorgio Monastery on the island of San Giorgio 
Maggiore, in Venice. It's new Branca Center hosts visiting scholars and artists provid ing them 
priviledged access to the foundation's archives. The heart of the Foundation 's library complex is 
the Nuova Manica Lunga, the former dormitory of the Benedictine monastery. 

While there, I had an archive advisor to guide me, llenia Maschietto , who coached me on 
the various archives in Venice and my work in general. llenia also in turn connected me with Dr. 
Tiziana Plebani, the leading Italian scholar on the work of Aldus who the Librarian of the 
Department of History and Didactics at the Marciana National Library. While th ere, I studied 
maps of the campo Sant'Agostin loca le over several centuries to create a side-by-side analysis 
(see attached). This work shed insight on how the campo Sant'Agostin changed upon the 
destruction of the church of Sant'Agostin which was then replaced with an apartment block . 

The new apartment block was built a bit larger than the church and now pinches the 
existing buildings to the south. The campo once surrounded the church on 3 sides, like many 
other piazzas do around churches in Venice, and now the campo is understood to exist only to 
the east side of this apartment building . 

I also initiated construction of a digital model of the loca le using the dimensions of the 
still existing buildings. In order to confirm the destroyed church's dimensions , I relied on a 
sketch of the church by Guardi by inserting the image into my dig ital mode l and approximating 
the stat ion point from which the sketch was made. 

A walk-through animat ion of the digital model I constructed testifies to how prom inent 
the now filled-in canal was in 1500, the proximity to the bakery and how the campo once 
wrapped the church on 3-sides. You can view the animation on YouTube at: 

https:/ /www.yout ube.c om/watch?v - L8meFG N 1 LvQ&inde x=4&1ist=PLeLJ kv8SP0dM htiSa TOji7axwz-JYFc e 

In essence the work completed proves the positions that five previous scholars have 
published over several hundred years. That the true site of the Aldine Press is oppos ite the 
existing bakery . This position was never previously illustrated, and continues to be miss­
understood. Even Dr. Tiziana Plebani, who was first skeptical of the propos ition, now embraces 
and supports the proper location based on my work. An illustrated artic le now needs to be 
published. Ultimately , the true location warrants and deserves a fitting co mmemoration. 

www.yout


Residency with the Cini Foundation at the Branca Center 
Isola San Giorgio, Venice, Italy 

In Venice, on the Island of San Giorgio Maggiore, there is a new residential 
resource for humanities studies where young researchers and expert - This project received suppo rt from FIT's Center for Excelence 

 in Teaching with a grant for the maximum amount scholars can stay while working in the Fondazione Giorgio Cini libraries. •
Toey include university students, professors, writers and artists willing to 
pursue some research work on the Fondazione collections, bequests and 
archives. Toe International Center for the Study of Italian Culture is named 
after Vittore Branca - a world-renowned ltalianist who was Secretary 
General of the Fondazione Giorgio Cini. 

Project : 
Confirming and illustrating the true location of Aldus Pius Manutius's 
Aldine Press. Ultimately the work establishes a need for a new memorial 
commemorating his achivements at the approprate location. 

, 

My advisor: llenia Mas chi etto, 
Librar ian at Fondazione Giorg io Cini 
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Various views from my digital reconstruction of the campo Sant'Agostin in 1500. This work is still in progress 
To view a walk-thru animation please visit: https: // www.youtube .com / watch?v=L8meFGNl LvQ&lndex=4&11st=PleLJkv8SP0dMhtlSa_TOJl7axwz-JYFce 

Erroneous site on right, canal, bridge and Palazzo Soranzo-Pisani on left, landma rks 
which would have been refered to in an y description. 

True site of the Ald ine Press on left. Church of Sant' Agos tin on right. 

Ariel view showing !he campo on 3 sides of the church and the now filled-in canal. 

2017 Residency with the Cini Foundation at the Branca Center , Venice, Italy 

www.youtube


STUDIOS! DEL CENTRO VITIORE BRANCA IN RESIDENZA 
SCHOLARS IN RESIDE N CE 

5 - 12 giugno 2017 

BORSISTI 

Silvija Banic - Borsi sta "Ales sandro Fav aretto Rubelli" - Universita di Zagabria, Croaz ia 
In Residenza dal 30 gennaio al 30 luglio 2017 

Te rna di ricerca: Studio degli sviluppi decorativi e tecnologici mi tessuti veneziani def XVII e XVIII secolo 
basato su esemplari e fonti inedite a Venezia e in Dalmazia (storia di Venezia) 

Federica Di Gasbarro - Bor sista "Centro Vittor e Branc a" - Universita di Roma To r Vergara 
In Residenza dal 27 marzo al 27 giugno 2017 

Terna di ricerca: La ricezione delta musica di Stravinskji in Italia, 1915-1951 (musicologia) 

Frances co Fecondo - Borsi st a "Benno Geiger " - Univers ita degli Stud i di Salerno 
In Residenza dal 17 maggio al 17 giugno 2017 

T ema di ricerca: fl mito di Filo me/a: riferimenti letterari e simbologia in Filomela e l 'infatuato e Merlino 
mastro d'organi di Gian Francesco Malipiero (letteratur a) 

Renard Gluzman - Borsi sta "Bassetti " - Tel Aviv Univers ity, Israel 
In Residenza dal 26 aprile al 26 ottobre 2017 

Terna di ricerca: Private shipping in Renaissance Venice (1480-1550) (stor ia di Venezia) 

Patrici a Lezcano Rull - Bor sista "Vetro " - Universita degli Studi di Firenze 
In Residenza dal 29 maggio al 29 novembre 2017 

Terna di ricerca: Riscoprendo La produzione Seguso nel Novecento (vetro) 

RICERCATORI INDIPENDENTI 

Anna Bennett - Ricercat rice indipendente - University of Miami, USA 
In Residenza dal 5 al 29 giugno 2017 

T ema di ricerca: Sortilegii and the decline of Stregheria: Reconsidering the Nature of Magic in Early Modern 
Venice(musica antica) 

Marijke De Groot - Ricercatri ce indipendente - Un iversity of Amsterdam, O landa 
In Residenza dal 5 al 9 giugno 2017 

Terna di ricerca: Amsterdam et Venise, by the French art critic Henry Havard (1838-1921) (storia di Venezia) 



Matthew Ghazaria n - Ricercatore indipendente - Columb ia Univers ity, USA 
In Residenza dal 5 al 9 giugno 2017 

T ema di ricerca: Famine in a Time of Uncertainty: Disaster, Humanitarianism, and Secretarianism in the 
Ottoman Empire, 1848 - 1893(stor ia di Venez ia) 

Hannah Lee - Ricercatrice indipendente - Q ueen Mary Un iversity, UK 
In Residenza dal 23 gennaio al 19 giugno 2017 

T ema di ricerca: 7be representation of Africa and African people in the material culture of Venice c. 1500 -
1750(storia dell'arte) 

Johannes Knoops - Ricercatore indipend ent e - al U niversity, USA 
In Residenza dal 6 giugno al 4 luglio 2017 

Terna di ricerca: Aldus Pius Man11ti11s and the true location of)Jis A/dine Press (libri ant ichi) 

Pao lo Ponzu Donato - Ricercatore indipendente - Universita degli Studi di Firenze 
In Residenza dal 29 maggio al 9 giugno 2017 

Terna di ricerca: lmitat io Ariostesca ed echi tassiani nell'Ajfricano di Pompeo Bilintano (letteratura) 

Anat ole Upart - Ricercatore indipendente - Un iversity of Ch icago, USA 
In Residenza dal 2 giugno al 1 luglio 2017 

Terna di ricerca: Architectural and urban history of the Slavic expatriate communities in early modem Rome 
(storia dell'arte) 

Laura Valeri - Ricercatrice indipendente - Georgia Southern U niversi ty , USA 
In Residenza dal 15 maggio al 15 giugno 2017 

T erna di ricerca: Work on a biography/memoir of Diego Valeri 's friendship with Ezra Pound (lerteratura) 
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